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SUBJECT: SECRETARY'S CONVERSATION JULY 31 WITH BULGARIAN FOREIGN 
MINISTER 

FOR THE SECRETARY FROM AMBASSADOR 
REF: A) STATE 176428; B) SOFIA 1544 

1. SOME BILATERAL POINTS I HOPE YOU WILL RAISE IN YOUR 
CONVERSATION WITH MLADENOV: 

A. DIVIDED FAMILIES. YOU MIGHT SAY WE ARE STILL AWAIT- 
ING THE "REEXAMINATION. IN A SYMPATHETIC SPIRIT AND ON A 
CASE-BY-CASE BASIS" OF DIVIDED FAMILY CASES WHICH HE FORECAST 
A YEAR AGO, JUST BEFORE VICE PREMIER POPOV CAME TO THE US. 

WE ALSO HAVE NOT FORGOTTEN THAT PRESIDENT ZHIVKOV TOLD 
SECRETARY DENT THAT "THERE WOULD BE NO PROBLEM" IN LETTING 
ELDERLY BULGARIANS JOIN FAMILY MEMBERS IN THE US. THERE HAS 
BEEN FAVORABLE ACTION ON ONLY TWO CASES. A SMALL, NEEDLESS 
IRRITANT, INVOLVING WELL UNDER 100 PEOPLE, THAT SHOULD BE 
DISPOSED OF. 

B. TRADE. MLADENOV MAY POINT TO RECENT EXPAN- 
SION OF TRADE. IF HE DOES, THIS IS AN EXCELLENT 
OPPORTUNITY TO REMIND HIM THAT THERE IS NOTHING IN 
PRESENT TRADE LEGISLATION THAT NEED GIVE BULGARIA PAIN 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 SOFIA 01559 300725Z 

SINCE - ASIDE FROM HANDFUL OF DIVIDED FAMILY CASES - 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


IT HAS NO EMIGRATION PROBLEM SO FAR AS THE TRADE ACT 
IS CONCERNED. (ITS TREATMENT OF JEWS DURING WORLD 
WAR II IS RECOGNIZED AS EXEMPLARY AMONG GERMANY'S 
SATELLITES. AND ALL BULGARIAN JEWS WHO WISHED TO LEAVE 
DID SO IMMEDIATELY AFTER WORLD WAR II. ) 

C. CULTURAL RELATIONS. THERE ARE A NUMBER OF 
THINGS THAT BULGARIA COULD DO, BY WAY OF IMPLEMENTING 
PROVISIONS OF CSCE BASKET III, TO IMPROVE THE ATMOSPHERE 
IN THIS AREA. UNDER OUR FREE SYSTEM, THE DOOR IS WIDE 
OPEN TO BULGARIA TO GIVE CULTURAL PRESENTATIONS IN 
AMERICA; BUT WE CAN DO NOTHING IN BULGARIA WITHOUT COOPERA- 
TION OF THEIR AUTHROITIES, WHICH IS SPOTTY AT BEST. HERE 
IS ANOTHER AREA IN WHICH MLADENOV CAN DEMONSTRATE DESIRE 
FOR IMPROVED RELATIONS WITH US. 

2. MLADENOV IS A SPECIALIST IN AIRY GENERALITIES, BUT 
CAN BE MADE TO FOCUS ON SPECIFICS. 

HERZ 
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